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The Queen died of plague as the fleet was preparing to leave the
Tagus estuary. With the fleet went the King, three of his sons,
the nobility of Portugal and many English gentlemen. On her
death-bed Queen Philippa received her sons and to each she gave a
jewelled sword and her blessing. The wind rose and the Queen
asked from what quarter. From the north she was told. " Then
it will be favourable/' she said. On the following day she died.
Prince Henry was knighted with the sword given to him by his
mother and created the first Duke of Viseu, a small town and big
district in the heart of the province of Beira. After fighting at
Ceuta, he retired to Sagres and there, in the company of seafarers,
astronomers, map and compass makers, he gradually established
the science of navigation. He remained at Sagres until his death
in 1460. There is the " Sacred Cape," which the gods visit to
rest at nightfall. Viseu, from which the young Henry took his
dukedom, was centuries before the scene of one of the kst
stands made in battle by Viriatus, the Lusitanian " bandit-general ",
against the Romans whom he defeated on five occasions. Hard by
Viseu is Bussaco, now a holiday resort. To Wellington it was the
key to the Anglo-Portuguese defence of Portugal in the Napoleonic
Wars. To this day, Portuguese speak affectionately of the deter-
mination with which the Iron Duke toured the forward areas on
horseback and eventually created, on Portuguese advice, the first
instance of defence in depth by the lines of Torres Vedras. He
is equally revered by the villagers of Miranda do Douro, which stands
at the edge of the deep canyon into which the Douro pours itself
on approaching Portugal from Spain. Over the canyon, says
legend, Wellington was slung in a basket.
A national movement is now causing soundings to be taken deep
into Portuguese country life. There is being brought to light an
amazing variety of legendary, historical, traditional and ethno-
graphical lore. Old chests are being rummaged, the mysteries of
their drawers probed and the secrets of their cupboards unearthed.
The harvest is rich.
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